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Walailak Botanic Park, the conservation and 
biodiversity learning area
 
 Walailak Botanic Park is located in a 
conservation area of the university, covering 
2,160,000 square meters, which was a forest with     
a variety of native plants. The university created       
a nature trail where visitors can observe small 
animals and birds in the Botanic Park's protected 
area. In addition, this nature trail leads to the Bota 
Sky Tower, a tower with 25-meter high, elevated 
pathways, and hanging bridges to enhance 
students' and other visitors’ experiences from the 
treetops. 
 Walailak Botanic Park comprises di�erent 
zones for biodiversity and ecosystem conservation 
and learning as follows:
 1.Herb Garden, a collection and research 
ground of more than 200 types of medicinal plants 
in an area of 16,000 square meters 
 2.Banana Plantation, an area containing 
more than 100 banana species 
 3.Dome-shaped greenhouse exhibiting 
tropical plants, desert plants, xerophytes, and 
exotic plants 
 4.Special greenhouses of rare plants such as 
orchids and nepenthes 
 5.The Science and Local Wisdom Learning 
Center of Pak Phanang River Basin featuring stu�ed 
animals and whale skeletons exhibit, human organ 
displays, and an astronomy room
 Furthermore, the " Bota Market" held on 
Thursdays at the entrance of Walailak Botanic Park 
is known as a green market for the community. The 
place is famous because of the scenic view of the 
reservoir, Natural History Museum, and Khao 
Luang, the highest mountain in southern Thailand. 
Walailak Botanic Park accommodates meetings and 
camping activities with rooms with the SHA standard, 
tents and other conference facilities with a lovely 
view of the park and reservoir.  

                

  Apart from the aim to be the university ’s 
biodiersity conservation area, the park supports 
research of  the plant genetic  conser vation 
project  under the Royal  Init iat ive of  Her Royal  
Highness Pr incess Maha Chak ri  Sir indhorn 
(RSPG) by taking into account physical, biological, 
cultural  and intel lectual  resources.  The project  
has been operated on three frames and eight 
activit ies  based on the RSPG’s  master  plan 
s ince 2014.  Walai lak Botanic Park str ives to 
develop continuously as a biodiversity conservation 
area,  nature learning source,  and eco-tourism 
attraction of  Nak hon Si  Thammarat Province 
and the southern region.  
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Walailak University Promoted Awareness of 
Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of 
the Forest. 

 Wala i lak  univers i t y  organized a  plant 
genetic conservation project under the Royal 
Initiative of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha 
Chakri Sirindhorn (RSPG) to promote awareness 
of protecting and preserving the nature of Ban 
Lang Ai Mee, an upstream community in Wang 
Aang Subdistrict,  Cha-uat District,  Nakhon Si 
Thammarat Province by propagating local vegetation, 
such as Chok (Avenga pinnata),  Pra (Elateriosper-
mum tapos), Tao Rang (Caryota urens),  and Pla 
Lai Pheuk (Eurycoma longifolia) to grow more 
extensively in a forest so as to absorb water 
along creeks and agricultural land.  Walailak university 
has organized annual activities on the 12th of 
August (the national Mother ’s Day) and the 5th 
of December (the national Father ’s Day) since 
2017 in cooperation with Boarder Patrol Police 
Learning Center at Ban Lang Ai Mee, Ban Lang Ai 
Mee community, Khao Pu-Khao Ya National Park, 
Protected Areas Regional O�ce 6 Songkla, and 
leaders of Wang Aang Subdistrict.  The University 
held several career development and training 
activities incorporating local plants, such as 
Chok fruits processing, brooms from Chok trees, 
tie-dyed fabric from Chok fruits,  and chili  paste 
from Thammang (Litsea petiolate) leaves. These 
activities correspond to the plant genetic conservation 
project under the Royal Initiative run by every 
border patrol police school. Other activities 
included natural resources and environmental 
conservation and students’ career advice by 
community leaders who could transfer local 
wisdom to the next generation so as to generate 
more income for the community and raise people's 
awareness of local plants for sustainable use. 

   

           

                

Walailak University’s Collaboration with Local 
Community to Conserve and Restore Upstream 
Ecosystems of Nakhon Si Thammarat Province

 Walailak University has conducted operational 
research on the conservation and restoration of 
upstream ecosystems in collaboration with Ban 
Khao Wang upstream community, Hin Tok Subdistrict, 
Ron Phibun District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, 
and agencies in Ron Phibun District since 2009. 
This community is a vital upstream source of 
Nakhon Si Thammarat and Pak Phanang River 
Basin. Therefore, this partnership is critical in 
saving shared water sources for the people of 
Nakhon Si Thammarat.

 In 2021, Walailak University encouraged 
the local community to participate in the plant 
genetic conservation project under the Royal 
Initiative of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha 
Chakri Sirindhorn (RSPG) for further conservation 
and restoration of ecosystems in their upstream 
communities. The activities included collecting 
the community ’s spatial data, studying local 
plants and their uses, mapping out routes to 
explore upstream ecosystems of Ban Khao Wang 
Community, planning a big tree nature trail,  
sharing knowledge of ecological farming with 
bio-substances instead of chemicals, training on 
developing and process ing cardamom as              
value-added products (cardamom paste, herbal 
inhaler, ointment, shower cream, and cardamom 
soap), as well as planting trees and making 
check dams, etc.  

 The willingness of people in the community to 
restore its ecosystem together with support 
from Ban Khao Wang Conservation Group, Ban 
Khao Wang Border Patrol Police School, and relevant 
agencies, such as Forest Resource Management 
O�ce No. 12 (Nakhon Si Thammarat) and Ron 
Phibun District Agricultural Extension O�ce 
contributes to the success of the community as a 
learning center of upstream ecosystem conservation 
and restoration and farming that promotes balanced 
ecosystems. 

 Ban Khao Wang community received the 
“Green Globe Award” in the resource management 
community category and a national runner-up 
award for the management of community forest 
and big trees as “heritage trees of the land of 
Nakhon Si Thammarat”.
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Walailak University organized a safe agriculture 
outreach program to promote sustainability 
in community tourism management.
 
 Wang Ang Subdistrict,  Cha Uat District,  
Nakhon Si Thammarat is the signi�cant upstream 
of Pak Phanang River Basin. I t is the river source 
of Huai Nam Sai Reservoir in the area of Khao 
Pu–Khao Ya National Park. Khao Pu–Khao Ya is 
abundant with natural resources, forests, mountains, 
caves, rivers, and water falls where the locals 
have maintained the traditional way of l ife of the 
community.
 Walailak University, in cooperation with 
the O�ce of the Royal Development Projects 
Board, Administration and Coordination Center 
for  Pak Phanang R iver  Bas in  Development                
Initiated by His Majesty, and the Ministry of Higher 
Education, Science, Research and Innovation, operated 
"Raising the Safe Local Vegetable for Supporting 
Community – Based Tourism" project. The project 
aims to pass on free access to the educational 
outreach program, to develop the potential of 
farmers in the watershed areas of Wang Ang 
Subdistrict,  and to create eco-friendly farming 
for the upstream ecosystem and consumers. 
Accordingly, the community farmers participated in 
the workshop on the prevention and control of plant 
diseases and insects with the biological method 
us ing Tr ichoderma asperel lum (NST-009) ,             
Metarhizium anisopliae, and Beauveria bassiana 
instead of chemicals. These fungi will  detoxify 
the community's farm-produced crops, develop 
trust, and provide safe food sources for visitors. 
In addition, setting the community's capability 
for conservative tourism helped promote the 
susta inabi l i t y  of  tour ism management,  tour ist  
route, and community products. In 2021, activities 
carried out were as follows:

           

                

 1.Exploring the potentiality of community 
tourism resources 
 2 .Establ ishing a l ink ing route of  tourism 
within and outside the community 
 3.Selecting local dishes from local vegetables 
as a unique menu to tourists, such as wild-banana 
stem chicken curry and spicy thamrnang (vernacular 
name) leaf  shr imp paste dip 
 4 .Community branding "Ban Wang Ang 
Community Identity Vegetable Set"  for  unique 
community souvenirs,  such as cloth bags and 
masks.   
 5 .Local  interpreter  training courses to 
extend community potential  and engage the 
youth group in leading and managing sustainable 
community tourism.    

 The educational  outreach program at  
Wang Ang Subdistr ict ,  under the name Ban 
Wang Hon Upstream Communit y  Enterpr ise,  
Wang Ang Sub - distr ic t  i s  recognized for             
its advancement in community tourism management. 
With the Community-Based Tourism Award for  
the year 2020 (2563 B.E.),  CBT Thailand Standard 
2020-2022,  Wang Ang Subdistr ict  is  proud of  
i ts  achievement as one of  the 19 communities 
across the countr y.  

 


